Please support
our sponsors as they
support us!

Good Fishing!
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REPRESENTATIVE RYAN 1101 Peninsula Dr.

Erie, PA 16505
(814) 835-2880

REPBIZZARRO.COM
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AMENDOLA

CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE

814-413-5930

¢FishUSA

AMERICA'S TACKLE SHOP*

800_.922.1219
www.FishUSA.com

6960 West Ridge Rd. Fairview, PA 16415

Biga
FishErie.com

Online fishing information
for the Erie, PA area
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8600 Route 98
Girard, PA 16417
814-474-5730
follysend@velocity.net

Karen & Jim Phillips
owners

GORENFLO'S CO.

FORALL YOUR SHOOTING NEEDS
CUSTOM GUN SMITHING

JOHN BONOVAN
OWNER

1821 State Street

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy ¢ Sell * Trade @

301 Mill Street  Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 » (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m.- 6 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.- 5 p.m.

‘ PRINTING
GONGEPTS

INNOVATIVE PRINTING SOL UTIONS
Your complete print and direct mail source
4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

BOYER

Marine « Powersports

<)
Making Waves Since 2024
1422 Seelinger Ave
Erie, PA 16505
Ph. 814-315-4304
Boyermarinesales.com

SEAGULL MARINE

Shaping up your  Jim Siegel
ship 814.434.2606
since 1984 640 W. 15th Street

Erie, PA 16502

Full Service Facility « Boat Transport # Stainless Steel
Fabrication + Parts & Accessories * Complete
Winterization « Inside Storage # Outside Storage
Special Winter Service Rates

Beals-McMahon Painting LLC
ESTABLISHED 1973 « VETERAN OWNED SMALL BUSINESS

.lakeshoretowing.com

\KES
a ORE (814) 453-6387
TOW] NG VHFCH 16
34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

Erie, Pa 16501
Closed Sun & Mon 814-452-4855
Auto 710 W. 29th St.

Erie, PA 16508
814 866-0211

Service

Wolverine Park Marina
Daily-Weekly-Monthly
& Seasonal Dock Rental
Boating Supplies
Marine Batteries
34 State St-Erie-PA-16507
814-874-0608

' SE Frzendlust
Place In
The Family Fratermity  Town

East Erie Family Center
6060 Iroquois Avenue
Members & Guests « A Non-Smoking Facility

v

Don Chandley
Bus: (814) 898-3558 Ext. 219
Cell: (814) 882-3721
Email: donchandley@remax.net

Real Estate Group
4939 Buffalo Road
Erie, PA 16510

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB

6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814-474-2492
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Beodfu

Litter Prevention Education «+ Community Greening
Proper Waste Handling « Sustainable Practices

Don Benczkowski, Program Coordinator
Lake Erie Region

coastmanerie@verizon.net
(814) 434.4178

* BUYING COLLECTIONS OF ANY SIZE ®
RESQUE Isp

2817 West 23rd Street ow

/-‘Erie, PA16506 | |

Burton
Quinn-Scott

CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES INC.
Four Affilated Locations

W. James Scott, Jr.

Downtown Erie

602 West 10th Street, Erie, PA 16502

Karen Burton Horstman, Supervisor

814/452-4900 Fox 814/453-3149

jims@BurtonQuinnScott.com

BurtonQuinnScott.com

GUN sHO®

Ph: 814.835.4500 Tim Parker
Fx: 814.835.4501
email: tparker@presqueislegunshop.com

QUEISLE
ASSAGE

- V PARK & CABINS
B14) 8333272

( v ].J. Wurst

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR
and GARDEN CENTER, INC.

1963
COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE
LAWN AND GARDEN SUPPLIES

8334 EDINBORO ROAD « ERIE, PA 16509 « (814) 476-7410
‘www.jjwurst.com « PA 005645

STERRETT MOTT
BRESKI & SHIMEK

Attorney Jay Shimek

Wills - Powers of Attorney
Health Care Directives - Probate
jshimek@smbserie.com

814-616-4166
S.0.N.S. Member since 2009

BEST LITTLE

814-899-8113
LURE HOUSE
Anthony

SO

. BOAT STORAGE. i CLEANNG FISH SHOKING. Fgymg leli. OWNERS

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5623

Bnnany &

Wesf End Hardware, LLC
1912 Liberty Street
Erie, PA 16502

& s
Complola line of fastonors. 'START RIGHT, START HERE!

Jeff Earll, Jr.

Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

Fandienafted in
Pennsylvania
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Learn more at
realnutz.com

RcAL

REAL SMOOTH

NUTZ

HAND CRAFTED

VODKA

50% ALC/VOL 1 LITER (100 PROOF)

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates « Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)

Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free
(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)
838-2887

JOSEPH P. DANOWSKI
PLASTERING

Ceilings ® Arches ¢ Patches
New Construction

SERVING ERIE SINCE 1950
INSURED

PO Box 3808 ° Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

Rev. Robert H. Wilson, Director
432 Bear Creek Rd.

Sarver, PA16055
814.657.4024

Dariel . Wilson, Operatons Director
7660 Lexington Rd.

Girard, PA 16417

814.493.3604

ATTHELAKE o

wistvies

1204 Freedom Rd.
P.0. Box 5002
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

SPECIALTY
AUTO ©« TRUCK

ACCFSSORIFS & LIPFITTING

RrownN
Rust Control
ERIE, PA 16508

814-835-0549

N

Winschel Bros.
LANDSCARPING

814-824-4047

2769 West 8th St
{ Erie, PA 16505

814-520-5047

Follow us on Facebook

Wi.T. SPAEDER

COMPREHENSIVE MECHANICAL CONTRACTING

R, Ph:814.456.7014
9 1602 East 18th Street, Erie, PA 16510
& www.spaeder.com

msr Dally SAM9PM

BAIT & TACKLE SHOP
814-909-9016

1252 Moot koo
Exer Sommeriz, o

12th Street Beer LLC
2756 W. 12th St.

Erie, PA
814-833-7904

T!\/_“

*WHOLESALE
* RETAIL

BATTERY OUTLET

AUTOMOTIVE  INDUSTRIAL
LAWN/GARDEN * MARINE e MOTORCYCLE
BATTERIES

LARRY BRINK, owner
Phone: 814/868-7487

2825 Liberty St.
Erie, PA 16508

Gem City Marina

a Dockage & Winter Storage

Now under management by
Lakeshore Towing 814-453-6387

PATRICK J. HARKINS

D]
House of Representatives
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

ot 202 nis Offce Buiding
02001

ox 2
farisburg, PA 171202001
1) 787 o (717) 7804775
460 E. 26th Street

Erie. PA 16504

(814) 459-1949

Emai. pharkins@pahouse net

Lzoy/z O Lake RY, [ako Oy, I2A 16425

Walleye Fishing Charter
‘p‘"' Yoy, Lake Erie, PA
¥

724.504.1355

v
www.bigbadwolffishingcharter.com
hdw@bigbadwolffishingcharter.com

o S,

Capt. Paul

'c"Q

{p-
3 J  Capt. Becky
@'a{t’. IMaria

Welcome Aboard
(814) 504-8181 Facebook
7681 Belle Rd Harborcreek, PA 16421

Perennial Green
o Leawn Care y

www.PerennialGreenLawn.com

Call Today!
(814)734-6056

-é Sines 1 m s

E K DEPARTMENT STORE @ im
E] 810 Parade Street, Erie, PA

H 14384814

F] www.krausdeptstore.com

3 HOURS?

& IRMon®:FriN8:3075:30;SatNoi!

Plumbing & Electrical Supplies

Propane » Paint & Supplies » Screen & Storm Window Repairs + Keys »

arpening Service « U.S. Post Office

Qggﬂzwm
PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SCREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY

2670 W 11th St, Erie, PA 16505 - (814) 835-1000
CREATIVEIMPRINTSYSTEMS.COM

East End Angler Bait & Tackle

814.898.3474
4702 E. Lake Rd.

Like us on Facebook
or
Visit our Website - eastendangler.net
for fishing reports, weather and pictures
Fish Cleaning We accept
Open 7 days 6-6 Visa & Mastercard

< 00y  s1EMpIEH [I0USY * SEWISY 1001

UBOBU

MERSKI

STATE REPRESENTATIVE

3921 BUFFALO ROAD 16510

e
(814) 455-6319 | RepMerski.com

| PA Steelhead Association

A nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization working to enhance and
preserve the Lake Erie Steelhead fishery in Northwestern PA

Want to know g

e {
more about us? " @
PA £
Stee

Thead
pasteelhead.com L_Association

info@pasteelhead.com

Your Ad Could
Be Here!
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Bucket

S.0.N.S. PHONE NUMBER 814-453-2270 (ALSO FAX NUMBER)

sonslakeri@aol.com ¢ www.sonsoflakeerie.org

OCTOBER 26 GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

Our club has been the fortunate recipients of various
types of used fishing equipment thanks to the generosity
of many people. We in turn repair and distribute to other
organizations mostly kids, school and veterans. A lot
of the gear is too advanced for novice anglers. Since
it has been used we can’t use it for door prizes so
we decided to include this in an auction. There’s line
counter reel/rod combos numerous fishing rods, reel,
minnow buckets, antique gear, and lots of potential
great deals. We even have some odds and ends of
SONS Merchandise for the auction block. It should be
fun. Join us. Bring some cash, no cards.

HELP WANTED!!

The SONS of Lake Erie has grown in size and respect
throughout the fishing community thanks to the hard work
and dedication of our members and officers and directors.
Our members come from all walks of life with experience
and talents acquired from many sources. In order to
keep up with the times it is necessary to incorporate
the use of technology in club business. Doing business
nowadays requires this. We publish a monthly newsletter
which requires computer skills utilizing programs such as
Microsoft Word and digital imaging programs. We must
record and organize our membership using programs
like Excel. We publish and maintain our web site using
programs like Microsoft Front Page, Publisher and an
HTML editing program. We need to manage our Facebook
page and utilize email for communication. | have chosen to
assume the role of publisher, webmaster, and technician.
Our secretaries have had computer skills to perform their
duties. Our treasurers have learned to use accounting
programs as well as other computer tools for that job. At 83
years olds | expect that | will not be able to keep up with my
duties. We have decided that maybe we should add some
other positions to our leadership and split up the duties.

Nominations for officers and directors will be held at our
November meeting.

If you are interested in becoming a member of the board
and possibly assuming some of the technical oriented jobs,
please mail or email a resume listing your experience and
skills to our nominating committee at sonslakeri@aol.com
or the SONS of Lake Erie, 3411 Peach St. Box 233, Erie,
PA 16508.

A documentary about Erie’s Maritime heritage is being shown
daily at the TREC Center on the big screen. Its Free and well
worth seeing.

FISHING REPORT:

It's time for a season change but fishing opportunities still
abound. Facebook posts have reported that walleye are still
being caught and limits of perch too in the Lake. The perch will
soon be moving into the bay and lake conditions may prevent
venturing out into rough waters. There’s enough public access
available to provide numerous fishing opportunities and then
there’s Steelhead fishing. As the weather cools, the steelhead
start heading for the streams and anglers from all over the
world start heading there too.

Fly fishermen at Elk Creek trying thelr luck

ITIS ESTIMATED THAT:

MORE THAN 100,000 pounds of fish waste were collected
at the three Erie County fish cleaning stations according to
PFBC’s Mark Haffley They estimate about 3000 Ibs/day on
some days through July and August.



SONS 2026
MEMBERSHIP BUTTON

is a smallmouth bass this year. This is in
keeping with featuring a native species fish
% on the button. You can pick up the 2026 pin at
anyone of our events or meetings or you can
get one by sending $3.00 to SONS of Lake
Erie, 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

JOIN A FRIEND TODAY!
MAIL TO: S.0O.N.S., 3411 Peach St Box 233 Erie, PA 16508

Sﬂg RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP 2025

‘T Name
Address
== City State Zip
;MEfER\ Phone Date

O Renew O New [J$5.00 ADULT [ $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65) [ $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

HABITAT WORK CONTINUES

For Thirty Years straight the SONS of Lake Erie , The PA Fish
and Boat Commission’s Habitat Unit and Presque Isle State
park have partnered together to enhance the fishery in and
around Presque Isle Bay. In that time over 700 fish habitat
structures have been assembled and placed in these waters.

This year on Wednesday October 8th twenty three SONS
volunteers joined with the PFBC habitat crew and DCNR
maintenance men assembled at the Pl Marina boat launch
area to prepare and place 60 more fish habitat structures.

Following instructions by PFBC team leader, Ben Page, the
structures were made ready to launch by the volunteers who
attached bundles of brush to them in order to make them
more attractive to the fish. This year the structures were
purchased pre-assembled using funds appropriated from the
purchase of the Lake Erie Stamp.

The assembled structures were transported out into the Bay
by a specially equipped PFBC boat. Using special electronic
gear they are placed in predetermined pattern. They were
placed into the waters of Presque Isle Bay about half a mile
east of the Presque Isle Marina to the deep waters of the ship
channel in Pl Bay.

A lunch for all of the participants was prepared and served by
SONS volunteers.

To download a map of the structure locations go to the PFBC
web site at:

https://www.pa.gov/content/dam/copapwp-pagov/en/
fishandboat/documents/conservation/habitat/lake-plans/
presque_isle.pdf




DINGELL-JOHNSON ACT
IS 75 YEARS OLD

Dingell-Johnson Act: 75 years of Sport Fish
Restoration funding The Federal Aid in Sport
Fish Restoration Act, known as the Dingell
Johnson Act, was passed by Congress in 1950.
We'’re celebrating its 75th anniversary this
year, and the more than $12 billion the Act has
generated for the conservation and restoration
of sport fish species and their habitats. Under
the Dingell-Johnson Act, an excise tax is
collected on sport fishing equipment including
rods, reels, tackle, lures, lines, motorboat
fuel and import duties on fishing equipment.
The money is deposited into the Sport Fish
Restoration and Boating Trust Fund, which
is administered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Funds are then distributed to state
fish and wildlife agencies.

The program requires states to match federal
funds with revenue from fishing licenses and
other local sources. This structure ensures
anglers and boaters, the people who most
directly benefit from the resource, are also
the primary investors in its management.
The impact of the funding is visible across
the country. More than 9,000 public boating
and fishing access sites have been built or
improved with Dingell-Johnson money. Over
320 state fish hatcheries receive support,
producing more than a billion fish annually for
stocking in public waters.

The 1984 Wallop-Breaux Amendment was a
major turning point for the program. By adding
excise taxes on motorboat fuel and expanding
the base of taxed equipment, the amendment
significantly increased revenue. It also
broadened the list of eligible projects, allowing
states to invest in boating infrastructure
and safety initiatives in addition to fisheries
restoration. For anglers, the results have been
incredible. Improved fish populations, healthier
waters, and more public access to lakes and
rivers have resulted.

In many rural areas, projects funded by Dingell-
Johnson dollars have created economic
opportunities by drawing visitors and tourism
dollars providing both an economic return
and intrinsic value. As the 75th anniversary of
Dingell Johnson is celebrated in 2025, federal
and state agencies, as well as conservation
organizations, have issued releases
highlighting its legacy. The USFWS released
figures showing the scope of the program:
billions of dollars invested, thousands of
facilities built, and millions of people educated.
Leaders of the angling and boating community
described the law as a cornerstone of modern
conservation policy.

EWPPA PRESENTS PLANS FOR
FORMER COKE PLANT PROPERTY

On October 8th the Erie Western PA Port authority called a public
meeting in order to exhibit the potential plans for the use of the
former Erie Coke Co. property after contaminant remediation is
completed. There were three drawings on display that depicted the
property used for recreational focus as shown in the scenario #1
below. Two other scenarios showed a recreational & industrial mix
and a balanced mix.

All three scenarios included plans for the expansion of Lampe Marina
and additional boat storage and service buildings. Unfortunately it
has been estimated that cleanup of the site will take 10 years. | won’t
live to see it. You may also comment and see more about the plans
on line at http://www.porterie.org/eriecoke/

Recreation Focus

Maximizing recreational opportunities for Erie residents and visitors

Expanded waterfront park |
Adding more parking

Boat servicing, bunldlng - . .
~ .}, and staging area - . New public marina
o, A and boat staging
| Fleklbie indoorand \ ! S l“

< outdOor boat storage \\ ) 2 L

Creating a new
| waterfront park
and recreation area

2> Existing Street

€3 Proposed Street

g--3 Froposed Limited
Access Street

——> Existing Multi-Use Path

~——> Proposed Multi-Use Path
=== Railroad
== == Inactive Railroad

Extending the Bayfront Parku(ay
blke path and mu|t| -use trall ‘\f
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Finding Opportunities to Grow Erie’s Economy

The Port of Erie plays a significant role in the local economy. Annually, the Port has the following impact on the region:

T generated by fishing and
$115 mllllon boating in the Erie region

( 4
D

generated by
recreational boating
and tours

generated by

and lodging

In addition to measuring

the Port’s economic impact,
we completed three
additional analyses that

help us understand what
investments would make the
greatest impact for the Port
and the Erie community.

$73 million

recreational fishing

Where is growth happening in
the Erie region, and for what

805

total jobs supported by
the Port and its activities

) (

$2 million 719
generated by
fishing charters by fishing and boating
Real Estate Job Market

types of land uses?

jobs directly supported  jobs supported indirectly
through local spending

What industries drive job growth
in Erie? How can reinvestment
support that growth?

+ \

& ¢

85 $34 million

in wages paid
to workers

Port Movement & Logistics

=5

What do Port stakeholders and
tenants see as the most important
investments to keep the Port
growing and running smoothly?

ECOMONIC IMPACT OF FISHING AND BOATING

Included in the EWPPA presentation
was a slide (shown above) that
estimates the economic impact on
fishing and boating to Erie’s economy.
We have been trying to make this point
clear to our civic leaders for years, but
yet they have pushed almost all of the
boating and fishing support businesses
off of our waterfront. There is only one

full service boat repair facility where
at one time there were 4 or 5. There
are no bait stands or tackle shops. In
order to attract hotels two of them are
exempt from paying property taxes and
the third hotel has received millions
in state support. In order to make up
for the lost revenue the property taxes
had to be raised for the remaining

businesses forcing out the maritime
support businesses. There is one piece
of land that could be used to remediate
the problem at the former vacant
McAllister Marine property. There’s a
perfect place to fill in that void. These
businesses could be attracted by
offering them incentives too. We need
it now not ten years from now.

IT°’S NOT AN ALIEN SPACE CRAFT

Itis a 30 foot long, remotely operated, diesel powered watercraft
which is equipped with state of the art equipment which is
mapping the floor of Lake Erie. The equipment was brought here
by a research team from the Center for Coastal & Ocean Mapping
Joint Hydrographic Center of the University of New Hampshire
at the beginning of October. The LR30 Drone was built and
equipped by Chance Maritime Technologies. The survey work

Pl B o

Primary
Survey Area

Remote Operations Center
Erie Maritime Heritage
Museum
Erie PA

Lake survey area in light shaded area

was commissioned by NOAA. It was doing survey work near

the area
off of Erie
we call the
mountain.
The drone was sent out onto the lake by technicians operating from
a trailer behind the Erie Maritime Museum. The researchers are
not permitted to disclose their findings until the complete surveys
are done. They did comment that they have found numerous sink
holes in the lake bottom. Some of them are over 80 meters in
diameter. They are quite deep in that area.

Last year the NOAA vessel the Thomas Jefferson was also at
work off of Erie and was due back this Spring but due to budget
cuts it was postponed. Hopefully to be resumed in Spring of 2026.




) P
- 4 3

-

On Friday September12, 2025 twenty SONS of Lake Erie
volunteers set up a truckload of equipment at the Emmaus
Soup Kitchen on East 11th St. In Erie. All these logistics
were in preparation for our annual fish fry that is prepared
for our less fortunate brothers and sisters. For about eight
years now we have produced this event at this facility.
More than 100 Ibs of walleye fillets were trimmed, battered
and fried for serving to over two hundred clients of the
soup kitchen. In addition to the walleye fillets the dinner,

EMMAUS FISH FRY
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it included rolls potato salad, coleslaw, etc. The walleye
for the fish fry were donated by members of our fishing
community who participated in three separate fishing
tournaments that were held this summer. This fish fry would
not take place without their generous support. Thanks are
also in order for SONS Director Chuck Miller for taking the
lead in planning these annual events and for the rest of our
volunteers who worked preparing and serving the meals.
Many of them generously volunteer every year.

This is a question raised by Caitlin
Looby in an article in the Milwaukee
Sentinel recently? She wrote “While
the Great Lakes may seem to offer

resources.

mineral mining, and agriculture, all of
which put pressure on groundwater

WILL MASSIVE WATER NEEDS OF DATA CENTER ETC.
BE TOO MUCH FOR THE GREAT LAKES

data centers, to the region. Further,
any industry that needs access
to that much water has to come,
because the Great Lakes Compact

an endless supply of water, the
balance is actually quite delicate.

Each year, only 1% of the water in
the Great Lakes is replenished by
rain, snow and groundwater.

Now, a new report from the Alliance
for the Great Lakes shows that this
delicate balance may be at risk
because of rising demand from
industries that use tremendous
amounts of water, like data centers,

Further, the increased water demand
is happening just as climate change
is making it more difficult to manage
and plan water use, because
precipitation no longer follows
historical trends. That's something
Milwaukeeans saw firsthand earlier
this month during the 1,000-year
flood event.

Tax incentives from many of the
eight Great Lakes states have lured
industries that need water, like

ensures that large-scale, long-range
diversions of water outside the basin
won’t happen.

But, the report warns that the region
is ill-prepared for the overwhelming
needs on the horizon. No one has
prepared, for example, for summer
days when parched fields need to be
irrigated and sprawling data centers
need to be cooled. That's food for
thought.




REMINDER-MANDATORY LIFE JACKETSREQUIRED

November 1 through April 30

BOATING THIS FALL? WEAR IT!

Anglers who plan to fish from a boat this fall and winter are reminded that water temperatures can drop rapidly, presenting
added dangers. All boaters are reminded to wear a life jacket. and make note of the upcoming annual Cold Weather
Life Jacket Requirement.

From November 1 through April 30, anyone on a boat less than 16 feet in length, including all canoes, kayaks, and
paddleboards, is required to wear a life jacket. Children ages 12 and under must always wear a life jacket while paddling.

For more information on year-round fishing and boating opportunities in Pennsylvania, visit Fishandboat.com.

CLEER RESEARCH FACILITY OPENS

The Center for Lake Erie Education and Research (CLEER)
opened at the Erie County Library recently. It provides
visitors with interactive experiences and hands-on learning
opportunities related to the rich biodiversity and ecosystems
of not only Lake Erie, but the Great Lakes and the world’s
freshwater resources at large.

With much of the space accessible and free to the public
and library staff during regular library hours, the center will
welcome visitors of all ages to explore on their own or as
part of a visiting group.

CLEER will be home to educational and research
opportunities, supporting educators, scientists and students
in their efforts to study and protect the Great Lakes and
share findings to help inspire the community to invigorate
the Erie region’s blue economy.

This area opens to the library and will feature interactive
exhibits accessible to the public during library business hours. This space will include:

e Interactive Floor in the map of the Great Lakes

¢ Digital Video wall featuring changing informational programming related to the Great Lakes region
e Relevant books available to be checked out of library

e Local Lake Erie Table
e Fish & Wildlife Display

The most attractive exhibit is NOAA’s
Science On a Sphere®, a room-sized,
global display system that projects
visualizations onto a six-foot diameter
sphere to help illustrate Earth System
science to people of all ages. lItis a
fantastic display, You should see it.

There are laboratories and equipment
space for training and research also
located in the facility.

The research generated from this
facility will help us understand the
needs of our fishery and our lake so
that we can preserve and protect it as
we promised to do when our club was
formed in 1981.




S.0.N.S. of LAKE ERIE,
SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO GET YOUR SONS
NEWS LETTER BY EMAIL?

If so, send us an email to sonslakeri@aol.om list your name, address
and note that you would like to change to the electronic version. So far
we have about 760 members who have requested the change so far.
You can always read the current and past issues of the Bucket at our
web site, sonsoflakeerie.org.at any time.
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“A REPLENISHING SPECIES”

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

POLISH FALCONS CLUB
431 E. 3rd Street, Erie

PROGRAM: Fishing Gear Auction

OUR SEPTEMBER
MEETING

The speaker was FishUSA’s pro
staff member Josh Feltenerger.
The program was titled “Early
Season Steelhead”. He noted
several factors that trigger
steelhead activity, for example,
shorter days trigger steelhead
migration to  streams for
spawning. Water temperatures

: start cooling down; steelhead
thrive in waters 40-58 degrees. Water levels dictate how far
they can swim upstream. It also distributes scent into the lake.
Steelhead can move up to 8 miles per day if the water conditions
permit it.

“ly Season Steelhead

L 1 Ktoﬁndthenandmnj

You must adapt. If the water is low and clear, find the deeper
pools and shadows. It’s incredible how well the fish blend into its
surroundings. High water is what we want. After a heavy rain blow
out, the fish will move as the water recedes into upstream pools.
Follow them as they move. If there is no water then fish the beach.

Try different methods like bobbers, minnows, egg sacs, etc. Using
a float make it easier to detect a hit. Bottom bouncing works well
once you get the weight adjusted. This methods works when the
fish don’t want to move. Shiny spoons and other hardware work
well early in the season, if not try copper or silver hardware.

Josh did a great job and held the interest of the over 75 members
who were in attendance. We all learned something, that simple
methods do work to catch steelhead.
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FALL AND WINTER TROUT
STOCKING BEGAN OCTOBER 1!

HARRISBURG, PA (September 30) — As the fall season
arrives across Pennsylvania, anglers should mark their
calendars to take advantage of stocked trout fishing
opportunities on dozens of popular waterways!

Beginning October 1, 2025, and continuing through mid-
December, the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
(PFBC) will stock approximately 116,500 hatchery-raised
adult Rainbow, Brown, and Brook Trout in 118 stream
sections and lakes. These stockings will immediately
replenish some of the most popular fishing spots across
the Commonwealth and provide ice fishing opportunities
as conditions allow throughout the winter. Trout that
are stocked during fall and winter can be fished for
immediately. For more information see https://fbweb.
pa.gov/TroutStocking

EXTENDED TROUT SEASON
REGULATIONS

Trout anglers can take advantage of the Extended Trout
Season which began on September 2, 2025, and lasts
through February 16, 2026. During the extended season,
the daily creel limit is three trout of combined species
with a minimum size of seven inches, unless a water
is managed under special regulations. Extended Trout
Season regulations apply only to designated Stocked
Trout Waters, and harvest of trout in other waters during
the extended trout season is prohibited.



