Tell No Tales Charters
Perch
Pirate
Erie’s
New Perch Fishing
Head Boat
“The
O’Danny O”
814-746-5809
Get
this coupon
coupon
get$3
$3off
offwith
with this
Docked in the East Slip, foot of State St
John
Krasa,
owner
BAIT INCLUDED
web site
Call: www.tellnotalescharters1.com
814-450-3571 for more info
email:
captain@tellnotalescharters1.com
On line at http://Tinytimfishing.com

Beals-McMahon
Painting
Richard A. “Mickey” McMahon
Proprietor

www.lakeshoretowing.com

UNLIMITED ON-THE-WATER TOWING
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
LICENSED - INSURED - ACCREDITED

454-3676

WOLVERINE PARK MARINA
& SHIP’S STORE

(814) 453-6387
VHF CH 16
34 STATE ST
ERIE, PA 16507

ONLY $70 PER SEASON FOR S.O.N.S. MEMBERS

• Specializing in Automotive Repair •
• Tune ups and Carburetor Service •
• Fuel Injection Cleaning • Dayton Tires •
• Towing Service • PA State Inspection •

• TRANSIENT DOCKAGE
• BOATING SUPPLIES
• NAUTICAL CHARTS
• BOOKS AND GIFT ITEMS
34 STATE ST - ERIE - PA - 16507
(814) 874-0698

219

GEM CITY
OUTDOORSMEN
CLUB
6701 Van Camp Rd.
Fairview, PA

814- 474-3126
814- 474-2492

Silkscreen Unlimited
1702 West 8th St
Erie, PA 16505
814.453.4543
fax 814.455.3911
www.silkscreenunlimited.com
Screen Printing • Embroidery • Advertising Specialty
Promotional Products & Awards

West End Hardware, LLC

1912 Liberty Street
Erie, PA 16502

Jeff Earll, Jr.
Phone: 814/452-2342
Fax: 814/461-1289

Cell: 814/881-4569
westendhardware@truevalue.net

PO Box 3808 • Erie, PA 16508
Phone 455-1007

10438 Main St, #1 Alexander Findley Square
PO Box 496, Findley Lake, NY 14736-0496
findleylakeproperty@gmail.com
www.findleylake-property.com

www.elkcreekcabin.com
PARTY
BOAT
FISHING
ABOARD
$40 Adults • $35 Seniors and Vets
$30 Kids
All bait is included
details: 814/881-7611
www.EdwardJohnPerchFishing.com

WORKING TO IMPROVE FISHING AND THE FISHERY OF LAKE ERIE FOR 39 YEARS SINCE 1981

THE

Official Publication of the S.O.N.S.

VOLUME 17 • ISSUE # 4
APRIL 2020

Bucket

S.O.N.S. PHONE NUMBER 814-453-2270 (ALSO FAX NUMBER)
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FIN AND FUR
RAFFLE DRAWING
IS STILL ON HOLD
Since it was necessary to cancel
our April 5th Annual Ice Out Party
we have postponed our drawing
for the Fin and Fur raffle until our
next meeting. We would rather
have the drawing in the presence
of an audience so hopefully we
can have a May meeting and
conduct the drawing at that time.
If you have not sent in your raffle
ticket returns you can still do so.

UPCOMING EVENTS
On hold for now!

FOR SALE:

18 foot Starcraft open bow aluminum
boat with 75hp Evinrude motor. Call
Peter Grimaldi at 814-474-5637

WANTED:
12-14 foot aluminum boat Call Marty
at 412-915-1651
16 foot aluminum boat with 4 stroke
outboard or I/O Call John Sheptak at
724-504-7561.
Old photographs of Erie’s
Waterfront-Ships, Boats, Buildings,
Fishing, and Fishermen, Railroads
etc. Call Jerry at 814-452-6291.
I would like to borrow and scan them
for my slide presentations.

REMINDER

THREAT OF CORONA VIRUS CAUSES
CONTINUED CANCELLATIONS
In order to comply with the social distancing guidelines to inhibit the
spread of the Covi19 virus that have been dictated by our state and
county health officials the following events have been cancelled:
The April 11th scheduled annual clean- up of Cascade Creek. (Note: We may
set up another day after these crisis ends.).
Our participation in assisting anglers on April 18th, which was supposed to be
the First Day of Trout Season, at the East Waterworks pond on Presque Isle
State Park.
We are cancelling the hatching of walleye eggs at our hatchery for this year as
well as our annual hatchery open house.
We will not hold a General Membership meeting in April but hopefully we can
have one on May 18th as planned ( Watch our May issue of the Bucket).
These are strange times and our hopes and prayers are that all of our
members, their families and the rest of world populations stay healthy and
survive this pandemic.

PRESQUE ISLE ANGLER TO CLOSE
STATE STREET STORE
Sometimes after April the Presque Isle Angler bait shop will be closing its State St.
store but will continue to operate out of its location at the foot of East Avenue near
the boat launch. They opened up the State St. store after Smith’s bait closed in 2008.
We’re sorry to see them close the State St. store as it provides a great convenient
service for the angler. As we learn more about their operations we will let you know.
The Lake Erie Bait & Tackle Shop on Peninsula Drive also closed in March leaving
only the North East Marina, East End Angler, Poor Richards Bait and Tackle and
Elk Creek Sports as locations to buy live bait along the Lake Shore in Erie County.
Fish USA and the Walmart stores sell worms and grubs but not live minnows.

A person shall wear a Coast Guard approved
personal flotation device (PFD or life jacket) during
the cold weather months from November 1st through
April 30th while underway or at anchor on boats
less than 16 feet in length or any canoe or kayak.

Yellow Perch caught in Presque Isle
Bay or the inland waters of Presque
Isle must be at least 7 inches long.
The regulation is in effect from
December 1 to April 30.

2020 MEMBERSHIP PIN
If you would like to have a 2020 S.O.N.S. member pin,
you can pick one up at one of the upcoming events or our
meetings. If you would like one mailed to you, send $3.00
to the S.O.N.S. of Lake Erie PO Box 3605 Erie, PA to cover
mailing costs.

JOIN

A

FRIEND

TODAY!

MAIL TO: S.O.N.S., PO BOX 3605, ERIE, PA 16508

RECORD OF MEMBERSHIP
Name

Address
City

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________

Phone

2020

_______________________________________________________________________

_________________________________

 Renew  New  $5.00 ADULT

State
Date

___________

Zip ________________

_______________________________

 $4.00 SENIOR CITIZEN (over 65)  $4.00 JUNIOR (under 16)

HATCHERY CREW STOCKS BROWN TROUT, CLOSES DOWN UNTIL NOVEMBER
On Monday March 30th four of our hatchery crew members
stocked 600 Brown Trout into Presque Isle Bay. In order to
reduce personal contact the crew, the team stayed apart
from each other and stocked the fish directly into Presque
Isle Bay right out the back door of the hatchery.

Because of the Covid19 Virus threat we have regretfully
decided not to hatch out our annual allotment of walleye
eggs. This has only happened one other time in the
history of the hatchery’s operation but that was due to the
unavailability of eggs that year.

The Brown Trout arrived at the SONS hatchery on December
13th, 2019. The fish were about 5-6 inches long when they
arrived. Under the tender loving care of the crew the fish
grew to about 11-12 inches long. We had a very small rate
of mortality only losing less than ten brown trout. There
was an issue with “Cold water disease” that called for the
treatment of the fish with a special feed but it was cleared
up thanks to our great hatchery crew,

Another downside to this story is that we must also cancel
the hatchery open house. It has been an integral part of our
operation since 1985. It generates a lot of public interest
and helps exhibit our club mission to support fishing and
the Lake Erie fishery. It’s also sad because our crew has
worked so hard to refurbish our 35 year old facility.

Top L to R. Joe Springer removes trout from taking using a net and places them into buckets. Jack Bock holds up brown trout
that measured 11 inches.
Bottom L to R Ron Morrow and Don Tombaugh move the fish out of the back door of the hatchery and put them into PI Bay
waters. Our stocking crew top L to R Ron Morrow, Joe Springer, Jack Bock and bottom- Don Tombaugh. Thanks to all of our
hatchery crew for another good job!

PRACTICE SOCIAL DISTANCING
WHILE FISHING
In accordance with direction provided by the Governor, Pennsylvania
Department of Health, and the CDC, the PFBC recommends that
anglers practice social distancing while fishing to prevent the spread
of COVID-19.

• Stay home if you do not feel well.
• Cover your face with a mask or cloth covering.
• Practice social distancing by keeping at least 6 feet (the length of an
outstretched standard fishing rod) between you and the nearest angler.

• Avoid crowds. If you arrive at a fishing
spot that is already occupied, find another
location.

• Keep children from wandering into the
personal space of others.

• Do not share fishing gear.
• Do not carpool.
• Buy your fishing license online.
• Continue to follow CDC guidelines, which include washing your hands
or using hand sanitizer frequently, and not touching your face.

• If you are fishing at a state or local park, the restrooms may be closed.
Use the bathroom before you visit or dispose of waste properly.

• Carry out your trash.
STAY AT LEAST A ROD’S LENGTH AWAY
FROM FELLOW ANGLERS

LAKE ERIE WALLEYE NUMBERS IN
STRATOSPHERE, FUTURE IS BRIGHT
Updated Mar 27, 8:04 AM; Posted Mar 26, 7:09 PM — By D’Arcy Egan, special to
The Plain Dealer — CLEVELAND, Ohio — Lake Erie walleye fishing will take wings
again this year, with a record-setting population soaring to new levels in 2020.
The Lake Erie Committee of the Great Lakes Fishery Commission set its lakewide
Total Allowable Catch on Thursday for Ohio and the other state and provincial
members of the Lake Erie Committee.
Ohio gets the lion’s share of the 10.2 million lakewide TAC in 2020, an allocation
of 5.2 million walleye. Ontario gets 4.4 million walleye, followed by Michigan’s .59
million.
The Ohio Division of Wildlife has liberalized the more restrictive early-season
walleye limits, removing the daily bag limit of four fish from March 1-April 30. The
walleye bag limit of six fish is now year-round, except for Sandusky Bay and the
Sandusky River. There are no plans to increase the daily bag limit of six walleye.
Over the last four or five years, Lake Erie experienced a growing population of
walleye, good spawning weather and high water.
Ohio yellow perch fishermen have lamented the declining numbers of their favorite
fish, and the TAC reflects the slump. The special Lake Erie Percid Management
Advisory Group (LEPMAG) has established a lakeside TAC of 7.8 million pounds.
Perch allocations are set in pounds, while walleye limits are set by the number of
fish. If we have a May meeting Chuck Murray from the PFBC Lake Erie Unit will
gives us a local update.

DCNR ANNOUNCES
MEASURES FOR
STATE PARK, FOREST
PROGRAMS AS
PART OF COVID-19
MITIGATION EFFORTS
Harrisburg, PA – Amid concerns about
the potential spread of COVID-19,
Pennsylvania Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR) Secretary Cindy Adams
Dunn today announced that effective
Friday, March 13, all public programs,
events and trainings in state parks
and forests will be canceled for the
remainder of March, and the month of
April. With the exception of three state
parks in Montgomery County, DCNR
facilities throughout the state will
remain open, pending any changes
in COVID-19 spread.
This cancellation of events applies to all
public educational programs, special
events such as races and festivals,
and teacher and other trainings. This
includes programming by Friends
groups and the Pennsylvania Parks
and Forests Foundation.
Overnight accommodations such as
tent camping, cabins, and camping
cottages will remain open.
Evansburg, Fort Washington, and
Norristown Farm Park in Montgomery
County are currently closed to visitors
for 14 days to help slow the spread of
the COVID-19 virus.
With the exception of the closed
state parks in Montgomery County,
fishing will continue to be allowed
at Pennsylvania state parks and
forests. The Pennsylvania Fish and
Boat Commission will continue
to stock trout, and fishing on
mentored youth days and opening
days will be permitted. For the
latest on trout stocking, visit the
PFBC website.
Pennsylvania has 121 state parks,
and 20 state forest districts.
In consultation with the Governor’s
Office and Pennsylvania Department
of Health, DCNR will continue to
evaluate visitor health and safety as
the COVID-19 situation evolves, and
will post updates on facilities on the
DCNR website, Facebook and Twitter
accounts.

PA FISH AND BOAT COMMISSION OPENS TROUT SEASON EARLY
HARRISBURG, PA (April 7) – Effective
8:00 a.m. on Tuesday, April 7, 2020, the
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission
(PFBC), in consultation with the Office of
the Governor, Pennsylvania Department
of Health, and Pennsylvania Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources
(DCNR) opened the statewide 2020 trout
season.
This measure allows properly licensed
anglers and youth to begin fishing for and
harvesting trout. All regulations, sizes,
and creel limits apply.
Anglers and boaters must abide by
social distancing guidelines provided by
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
and Governor Tom Wolf’s Stay-at-Home
Order regarding COVID-19.
“We realize that this announcement
is another disruption to tradition, but it
is in the best interest of public health
and safety,” said Tim Schaeffer, PFBC
Executive Director. “We have already
seen that anglers and boaters across
the Commonwealth are willing to adapt
their behavior to include social distancing,
and we ask everyone to follow their lead
while enjoying outdoor activities during
this challenging time. The trout we have
been stocking have had time to spread
out, and so should you.”
Anglers and boaters should limit travel by
fishing close to home, cover their faces
with a mask or other cloth covering, keep
a distance of at least six feet from others
(the length of arm with an outstretched
fishing rod is a good guide), only go
fishing with members of their families
living in the same household, and never
share fishing gear with others. If another
angler is in an area you intended to fish,
move on to another spot.
Non-resident Pennsylvania fishing
license holders should comply with the
CDC Travel Advisory urging residents in
several states, including New York and
New Jersey, to refrain from non-essential
domestic travel.
The decision to open trout season
immediately is intended to discourage
concentrated gatherings of people that
may have occurred on the traditional

opening day, to minimize intrastate and
interstate travel, and to reduce the threat
of illegal poaching in waters that have
already been stocked.
PFBC staff will continue to stock trout
throughout the spring, but not all waters
have been stocked at this time. To further
discourage group gatherings, a stocking
schedule and list of waters that have
been stocked will not be provided to the
public this season. Anglers should also be
aware that public access to some waters
may be restricted by the landowner or
local municipal government.
Fishing and boating is permitted in
Pennsylvania state parks and state
forests, when social distancing guidelines
are followed. DCNR is encouraging
people to fish and conduct other outdoor
recreation within 15 minutes of their
homes. Anglers should note that state
park facilities, including restrooms, may
be closed.
“Outdoor recreational activities, including
fishing, lift our spirits and help relieve
stress, but they need to be done with
attention to social distancing guidelines
to help protect ourselves and others, and
slow the spread of COVID-19,” DCNR
Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn said. “That
means practicing physical distancing of
six feet, avoiding crowds and staying
close to home, and being prepared with
a mask and hand sanitizer.”
Regardless of fishing location, anglers
should bring a bag with them and carry
out their trash.
As a result of this action, a Mentored Youth
Trout Day will not take place this season.
The PFBC will honor all Voluntary Youth
Fishing Licenses purchased in 2020 for
all mentored youth fishing opportunities
during the 2021 season.
To participate in trout fishing, anglers
must have a Pennsylvania fishing license
and Trout/Salmon Permit, both of which
may be purchased online using the
FishBoatPA mobile app for smartphones,
or at www.fishandboat.com. Those who
do not have the ability to purchase online
and are unable to visit a retail location
may call (814) 359-5222 for purchasing

assistance. Anglers may produce a digital
copy of their license on their mobile device
as proof of purchase. A signed, printed
copy is not currently required to prove
you own a valid license. If approached
by a Waterways Conservation Officer
in the field, an angler or boater may
provide a digital image or receipt of their
fishing license, and a digital receipt from
their launch permit or boat registration.
Anglers may still display their fishing
license.
More Convenient Ways to
Purchase and Display Your
Fishing License, Launch Permits,
and Boat Registrations
To reduce unnecessary travel and social
contact amid health concerns, anglers
and boaters will be able to display
their fishing license, launch permit, or
boat registration renewal digitally on a
phone or other mobile device as proof of
possession.
This change will allow customers who
may be unable to, or feel uncomfortable
visiting a store to purchase a fishing
license, launch permit, or boat registration
renewal to make the purchase using the
FishBoatPA app or computer through The
Outdoor Shop (www.pa.wildlifelicense.
com) and not have to possess a printed
copy of the document. Upon purchase of
a fishing license, a .pdf file containing an
image of your license is provided and can
be saved to a mobile device or computer.
Similarly, with each boating related
transaction, customers will receive a
digital receipt that serves a temporary
permit or registration valid for immediate
use. Eventually, customers will receive
validation decals and registration cards in
the mail from the PFBC, which can take
several weeks.
I f a p p r o a c h e d b y a Wa t e r w a y s
Conservation Officer (WCO) in the field,
the angler or boater would only have to
produce the digital image of the license,
permit or registration on their phone or
mobile device. A digital copy of the .pdf,
photo, or screenshot of your fishing
license, launch permit or boat registration
on your phone or mobile device will all be
accepted as proof of possession.

S.O.N.S. of LAKE ERIE,
SAVE OUR NATIVE SPECIES, INC.
PO BOX 3605
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Perch are being caught
off of piers in the Bay and
in boats near the channel,
and at the head of the
bay. There are a lot of
small ones.
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APRIL GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
MEETING CANCELLED

1540 West 26th St.
Erie, PA 16508

(814)459-0666

814/825-3456

Tohatsu Outboard

TIDEWATER
FISHING
BOATS
TOHATSU
OUTBOARD
MOTORS

Your complete print and direct mail source

4982 Pacific Avenue Erie, PA 16506
800-540-7805 / 814-833-8080
fax 814-833-4208
www.printingconceptsonline.com

Presque Isle Auto
Paint & Collision
1500 West 12th Street
Erie, PA 16501

Jeffrey Howell
Owner
BEST LITTLE
LURE HOUSE
IN PA
Brittany
Heubel
owner

6821 West Lake Road
Fairview, PA 16415
814-474-5623

Mini Self Storage of Erie
Very Low Rates • Great Location
2827 W. 23rd St. (Parker’s Garage)
Never a Rent Increase
on Your Rented Unit

Kenny’s Garage
Serving Erie for Over 30 Years
Ken Gardner, Owner/Operator
2316 McKinley Avenue
Complete Domestic & Import Repair
PA State Insp. & Emission

(814) 454-0385

EDINBORO OUTDOORS
Sporting Goods
Buy • Sell • Trade

Pre-Pay For 3 Months, Get 4th Month Free

301 Mill Street • Edinboro, PA 16412
(814) 734-4727 • (814) 734-4927
www.edinborooutdoors.com

838-2887

Monday, Friday, 9 - 7 • Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, 9 - 6 • Saturday, 9 - 5

(Valid Only for Initial Sign-Up)

